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CORONAVIRUS — SCHOOLS AND TAFES 
Statement by the Minister for Education and Training 

HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Minister for Education and Training) [2.07 pm]: I rise to provide 
the house with the following update on the response from the education and training sectors to the COVID-19 
outbreak. In my portfolio areas of education and training, both the Department of Education and the Department 
of Training and Workforce Development continue to take advice from WA’s Chief Health Officer. We will not be 
immune, but Western Australian schools and TAFE colleges will be prepared. The current advice is for students 
or staff to self-isolate for 14 days if they have left or transited through mainland China in the last 14 days; left or 
transited through Iran on or after 1 March; left or transited through the Republic of Korea on or after 5 March; or 
been informed by public health authorities that they have been in close contact with a confirmed case of coronavirus. 
There are over 450 000 students across more than 1 100 public and private schools in WA, and over 40 600 TAFE 
students across 55 TAFE campuses. It is likely that some of these students and staff will come into contact with 
a known case. The current focus for schools and TAFE colleges is on minimising and preventing transmission and 
making sure that our systems are prepared. A key focus is on personal hygiene and handwashing in particular. All 
schools and TAFEs are providing soap or another cleansing agent, and advice to students about effective handwashing 
to help prevent the spread of the virus. Flexible purchasing arrangements for purchasing cleaning and sanitising 
products such as hand soap, sanitiser or toilet paper are in place for schools and TAFEs. Schools have put in place 
processes to enable students who need to stay at home to be connected to their learning. TAFE also has plans in 
place to support students. 
A week ago, I provided public information that the Chief Health Officer has long had the power to close schools based 
on a clinical and public health assessment. Although that may happen, it has not happened yet. The WA education 
coronavirus support centre has been established to provide support for schools on education-related matters across 
the Department of Education, Catholic Education Western Australia and the Association of Independent Schools 
of Western Australia. Information updates are being provided to public schools three times a week and additionally 
as required. Those updates are also being provided to Catholic Education Western Australia and the Association 
of Independent Schools of Western Australia for circulation to Catholic and independent schools. 
To assist in reducing the spread and keeping our students and staff safe, school travel restrictions have been put in 
place. All school-related international excursions, with the exception of travel to New Zealand, have been banned. 
In banning overseas school excursions, I have considered the difficulties in the care arrangements for students in 
an emerging health crisis if, for example, a staff supervisor or student became ill while travelling. Both the education 
sector and the training sector have a pandemic incident response plan to prepare for and respond to a COVID-19 
outbreak, with the general focus being to minimise the health impacts for students and employees, and disruption 
to schools and TAFE colleges. A high-level steering committee composed of senior department and TAFE officers 
has been established to lead the training sector’s incident planning and response activities. The department and 
TAFE colleges are collaborating with other government departments and agencies to ensure a collaborative state 
response consistent with the WA pandemic plan. 
 


	CORONAVIRUS — SCHOOLS AND TAFES
	Statement by the Minister for Education and Training


